
Pastor’s page: “Be merciful as your heavenly Father is merciful.”  

 “Go and learn the meaning of the words, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ I did not come to call 
the righteous but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13) 

      Pope Francis, in nearly 4 years, has made many friends. But like all messengers of God, 
plenty of enemies as well. His choice was a surprise, the first Jesuit, the first Pope from the 
southern hemisphere, and the first Francis, and he has continued to surprise the world and 
our church by his words and actions. He focuses on the Beatitudes from Matthew chapter 5, 
with Christ’s emphasis on the poor, the meek, the wounded, the hungry for justice, the 
merciful, the clean of heart, and the makers of peace. 

      We just completed a Jubilee Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis. Jesus Christ has 
told us: “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) From the 
very beginning of his papacy until the present he has been an advocate for the refugee, 
asylum-seekers and those on the margins of society. When he visited the United States in the 
fall of 2015, in an unprecedented action, he addressed the entire Congress. He quoted the 
Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” That Rule is espoused 
and promoted in all of the world’s great religions, Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and 
Buddhism. It is a call to be merciful as God is merciful. 

      In the sermon on the Mount, Jesus extends the love commandment for God and neighbor 
to the enemy and the persecutor. “But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father….” (Matthew 5:44-45) 

      The Christian message of a God of mercy is central to the Bible. Mercy encompasses 
compassion. When we say of the Blessed Mother that she is the mother of mercy (Mater 
Misericordia) we are combining two Latin terms for compassion and mercy. Misericordia 
means to have one’s heart with the poor. Pope Francis has been making God’s mercy clear by 
his words and deeds. 

      Both Saint Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas interpreted Misericordia in this way. They 
said that one must have one’s heart with the unfortunate; and that they become the focus of 
our attention as we feel with them and suffer with them. Our hearts are broken and grieved 
when we see the misery of another human being. 

      Being merciful is the way in which we fulfill justice. Mercy transcends justice. It does not 
suspend it. 

      Mercy is the very foundation of the church’s life; Pope Francis has told us. It is not 
forgiveness offered without repentance, or a breakdown the rules, but a willingness to forget 
ourselves, and love the other person unconditionally in their brokenness. It means entering 
into a deeply respectful, God centered dialogue. 

Peace and happy new year! Father Bruce 



 

 


